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The cultural heritage of the Tamils dates back two thousand years. As a language, Tamil has existed since
the pre-Christian era, around the same time as the early classical languages Hebrew and Sankrit. The first
book on Tamil grammar, the Tolkappiyam, was written around the fifth century BCE. Today, Tamil cuisine
has captured the imagination of the vegetarian world, and Tamil cinema, with its heavy political allegories
and opera style music, is popular across the globe. Not confined to their homeland of Tamil Nadu, the Tamils
constitute a powerful diaspora in Sri Lanka (where they are fighting for their political rights), Singapore
(where Tamil is one of the national languages), and Malaysia. The diaspora extends to places as far flung as
the U.K., the U.S., and Australia. Tamil temples and cultural centers can be found everywhere from
Pittsburgh to San Francisco and from Texas to Toronto.

The A to Z of the Tamils presents a vivid picture of the Tamils' cultural and literary traditions, both the
historic past and the vibrant present. This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay, a
bibliography, black and white photos, maps, and over 500 cross-referenced dictionary entries covering Tamil
history from the megalithic age to present day and Tamil personalities, economics, literature, music, politics,
and cinema. This one-volume reference is an excellent entry point into a deeper understanding of the cultural
milieu of the Tamils.
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From reader reviews:

Evan Hinson:

This The A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series) without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry The A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series) can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This
The A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

James Helm:

The event that you get from The A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series) is the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The A to Z of the Tamils
(The A to Z Guide Series) instantly.

David Bruce:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
The A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Kathy Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The
A to Z of the Tamils (The A to Z Guide Series).
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