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Sometimes achieving big things requires the ability to think small. This simple concept was the driving force
that propelled the Volkswagen Beetle to become an avatar of American-style freedom, a household brand,
and a global icon. The VW Bug inspired the ad men of Madison Avenue, beguiled Woodstock Nation, and
has recently been re-imagined for the hipster generation. And while today it is surely one of the most
recognizable cars in the world, few of us know the compelling details of this car’s story. In Thinking Small,
journalist and cultural historian Andrea Hiott retraces the improbable journey of this little car that changed
the world.
 
Andrea Hiott’s wide-ranging narrative stretches from the factory floors of Weimar Germany to the executive
suites of today’s automotive innovators, showing how a succession of artists and engineers shepherded the
Beetle to market through periods of privation and war, reconstruction and recovery. Henry Ford’s Model T
may have revolutionized the American auto industry, but for years Europe remained a place where only the
elite drove cars. That all changed with the advent of the Volkswagen, the product of a Nazi initiative to bring
driving to the masses. But Hitler’s concept of “the people’s car” would soon take on new meaning. As
Germany rebuilt from the rubble of World War II, a whole generation succumbed to the charms of the
world’s most huggable automobile.
 
Indeed, the story of the Volkswagen is a story about people, and Hiott introduces us to the men who believed
in it, built it, and sold it: Ferdinand Porsche, the visionary Austrian automobile designer whose futuristic
dream of an affordable family vehicle was fatally compromised by his patron Adolf Hitler’s monomaniacal
drive toward war; Heinrich Nordhoff, the forward-thinking German industrialist whose management
innovations made mass production of the Beetle a reality; and Bill Bernbach, the Jewish American
advertising executive whose team of Madison Avenue mavericks dreamed up the legendary ad campaign that
transformed the quintessential German compact into an outsize worldwide phenomenon.
 
Thinking Small is the remarkable story of an automobile and an idea. Hatched in an age of darkness, the
Beetle emerged into the light of a new era as a symbol of individuality and personal mobility—a triumph not
of the will but of the imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Caron:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Thinking Small:
The Long, Strange Trip of the Volkswagen Beetle suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of the Volkswagen
Beetleis one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Mary Lewis:

The particular book Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of the Volkswagen Beetle has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Kathy Davis:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of
the Volkswagen Beetle that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you can pick Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of the Volkswagen
Beetle become your personal starter.

Roberta Anglin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Thinking Small: The Long,
Strange Trip of the Volkswagen Beetle or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of the
Volkswagen Beetle to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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