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The real-life techno-thriller from a bestselling author and aviation expert that recaptures the historic
moments leading up to the launch of the space shuttle Columbia and the exciting story of her daring maiden
flight.

Using interviews, NASA oral histories, and recently declassified material, Into the Black pieces together the
dramatic untold story of the Columbia mission and the brave people who dedicated themselves to help the
United States succeed in the age of space exploration. On April 12, 1981, NASA’s Space Shuttle Columbia
blasted off from Cape Canaveral. It was the most advanced, state-of-the-art flying machine ever built,
challenging the minds and imagination of America’s top engineers and pilots. Columbia was the world’s first
real spaceship: a winged rocket plane, the size of an airliner, and capable of flying to space and back before
preparing to fly again.

On board were moonwalker John Young and test pilot Bob Crippen. Less than an hour after Young and
Crippen’s spectacular departure from the Cape, all was not well. Tiles designed to protect the ship from the
blowtorch burn of re-entry were missing from the heat shield. If the damage to Columbia was too great, the
astronauts wouldn’t be able to return safely to earth. NASA turned to the National Reconnaissance Office, a
spy agency hidden deep inside the Pentagon whose very existence was classified. To help the ship, the NRO
would attempt something never done before. Success would require skill, perfect timing, and luck.

Set against the backdrop of the Cold War, Into the Black is a thrilling race against time and the incredible
true story of the first space shuttle mission that celebrates our passion for spaceflight.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Stokes:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Into the Black:
The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew
Her? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Ollie Waymire:

This Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia and
the Men Who Flew Her book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Into the
Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who
Flew Her without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space
Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Into the Black:
The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew
Her having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Mathew Munz:

The publication with title Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space
Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Vickie Flores:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Into the Black: The
Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia and the Men Who Flew Her
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you



who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
can pick Into the Black: The Extraordinary Untold Story of the First Flight of the Space Shuttle Columbia
and the Men Who Flew Her become your starter.
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