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Paul Simon is commonly acknowledged to be one of the most successful singer-songwriters of the pop-rock
era. His work has flourished in the context of Simon and Garfunkel as well as in his own solo career. Starting
with the folk-rock style that marked his earliest significant success, he has drawn on a wide variety of
influences, including many American traditions and, later, many international ones as well. He has won
multiple Grammy awards in both the duo and the solo phases of his career. His songwriting has also
provided the impetus for brief forays into film and musical theatre. After providing a brief biographical
overview, this work examines Simon's songwriting work in depth, providing a critical discussion of each
song as a fusion of text and music so as to help the reader to identify elements that enhance appreciation.

A particularly valuable contribution in this context is the discussion of the wide variety of musical elements
that contribute significantly to the value of Simon's work. These include such easily-understandable issues as
verse-chorus structure, melodic variation, selection of particular instruments and even performers, variation
of musical style within a song, general harmonic characteristics, relationships among keys, rhythm and
pacing of text, etc. While the book proceeds chronologically through Simon's recorded output, specific
threads are developed throughout, and the discussion of individual songs takes place in the context of these
threads, both drawing on them and developing them further. The diversity of Paul Simon's work reflects his
very American background, and no discussion of American music is complete without accounting for his
influence.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Donovan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need this The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-
Songwriter Collection) to read.

Kevin Vargas:

The book The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-Songwriter Collection) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Words and
Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-Songwriter Collection) is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William McDowell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-
Songwriter Collection) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Henry Slaughter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Words and Music of Paul
Simon (The Praeger Singer-Songwriter Collection) as well as others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-
Songwriter Collection) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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