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On the survival and destruction of knowledge, from Alexandria to the Internet.

Through the ages, libraries have not only accumulated and preserved but also shaped, inspired, and
obliterated knowledge. Matthew Battles, a rare books librarian and a gifted narrator, takes us on a spirited
foray from Boston to Baghdad, from classical scriptoria to medieval monasteries, from the Vatican to the
British Library, from socialist reading rooms and rural home libraries to the Information Age.

He explores how libraries are built and how they are destroyed, from the decay of the great Alexandrian
library to scroll burnings in ancient China to the destruction of Aztec books by the Spanish—and in our own
time, the burning of libraries in Europe and Bosnia. Encyclopedic in its breadth and novelistic in its telling,
this volume will occupy a treasured place on the bookshelf next to Baker's Double Fold, Basbanes's A Gentle
Madness, Manguel's A History of Reading, and Winchester's The Professor and the Madman. 11 b/w
illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Library: An Unquiet History is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Judy Washburn:

Typically the book Library: An Unquiet History has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Eugene Hughes:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Library: An Unquiet History will give you a new experience in reading a
book.

Patty Scheuerman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Library: An
Unquiet History.
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