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Moby-Dick; or, The Whale is a novel by Herman Melville, in which Ishmael narrates the monomaniacal
quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on the albino sperm whale Moby Dick, which on a
previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed his leg at the knee. Although the novel was a commercial
failure and out of print at the time of the author's death in 1891, its reputation grew immensely during the
twentieth century. D. H. Lawrence called it "one of the strangest and most wonderful books in the world,"
and "the greatest book of the sea ever written." Moby-Dick is considered a Great American Novel and an
outstanding work of the Romantic period in America and the American Renaissance. "Call me Ishmael" is
one of world literature's most famous opening sentences. The product of a year and a half of writing, the
book is dedicated to Nathaniel Hawthorne, "in token of my admiration for his genius," and draws on
Melville's experience at sea, on his reading in whaling literature, and on literary inspirations such as
Shakespeare and the Bible. The detailed and realistic descriptions of whale hunting and of extracting whale
oil, as well as life aboard ship among a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with exploration of class and
social status, good and evil, and the existence of God. In addition to narrative prose, Melville uses styles and
literary devices ranging from songs, poetry and catalogs to Shakespearean stage directions, soliloquies and
asides. The author changed the title at the very last moment in September 1851. The work first appeared as
The Whale in London in October 1851, and then under its definitive title Moby-Dick in New York in
November. The whale, however, appears in both the London and New York editions as "Moby Dick," with
no hyphen. The British edition of five hundred copies was not reprinted during the author's life, the
American of almost three thousand was reprinted three times at approximately 250 copies, the last reprinting
in 1871. These figures are exaggerated because three hundred copies were destroyed in a fire at Harper's;
only 3,200 copies were actually sold during the author's life.
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Timmer:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Moby Dick.

Daryl Glover:

The guide untitled Moby Dick is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Moby Dick from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Judith Judd:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Moby Dick that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Moby Dick
become your own personal starter.

Chrissy Stallings:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Moby Dick was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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