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Rationality and Cultural Interpretivism: A Critical Assessment of Failed Solutions critically assesses cultural
interpretivism by scrutinizing five different proponents of it and their solutions to the problem of rationality.
The book examines the works of Peter Winch, Charles Taylor, Clifford Geertz, Marshall Sahlins, and
Gananath Obeyesekere and their contributions to the so-called rationality debate in the philosophy of the
social sciences. This debate began with Winch’s criticism of Edward Evans-Pritchard and has become one of
the central debates in the field since 1960s, continuing as a controversy between Sahlins and Obeyesekere.

Kei Yoshida reveals the need for a cogent solution to the problem of rationality. He identifies two main
problems with previous theories: first, that they exaggerate the differences between the natural and the
social/cultural, and hence they also exaggerate the differences between the natural and the social sciences;
and second, that they ignore important social science problems, particularly outcomes from the unintended
consequences of human actions. Yoshida urges social scientists not simply to interpret agents’ intentions or
symbolic systems, but also to explain the unintended consequences of human actions.

Still entangled in positivism, cultural interpretivists claim that the social sciences differ from the natural
sciences and thus reject any unity of method. Yoshida argues that we need to overcome the mistaken
positivist image of science in order to develop a more fruitful philosophy of the social sciences. The analysis
presented in this book will be of value to students and scholars of social epistemology, philosophy of
science, philosophy of the social sciences, and the social sciences themselves, as well as anyone interested in
the philosophical problem of rationality and relativism.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Banks:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Rationality
and Cultural Interpretivism: A Critical Assessment of Failed Solutions suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Rationality and Cultural Interpretivism:
A Critical Assessment of Failed Solutionsis the main of several books this everyone read now. That book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Sue Eldred:

Rationality and Cultural Interpretivism: A Critical Assessment of Failed Solutions can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Rationality
and Cultural Interpretivism: A Critical Assessment of Failed Solutions however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among
it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Andrew Blanton:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Rationality and Cultural Interpretivism: A
Critical Assessment of Failed Solutions is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jeffrey Price:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Rationality and Cultural Interpretivism: A Critical Assessment of Failed
Solutions was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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