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From its inauspicious beginnings amid Tokyo's bomb-scarred ruins to its role as the world's chief purveyor
of electronics and mass culture, Sony's story is one of the signal fables of our age. In SONY: THE PRIVATE
LIFE, John Nathan, a preeminent expert on Japanese culture, dissects this fable, pulling the veil from one of
the world's most successful and secretive corporations. He uncovers persuasive evidence that Sony's biggest
triumphs, from color TV to CDs, and most calamitous failures, like the Betamax debacle and the vexed
takeover of Columbia Pictures, stem from the web of intense relationships that have always characterized its
top ranks. Nathan traces this emotional web as no other writer has or could, by drawing on his unmatched
expertise in Japanese culture and his unique, unlimited access to Sony's inner sanctum. With a novelist's skill
- honed by translating the works of Yukio Mishima and Kenzaburo Oe - Nathan etches incisive portraits of
the company's famously enigmatic cofounder, Akio Morita; its patrician, autocratic CEO, Norio Ohga; and
its edgy new leader, Nobuyuki Idei, who already has brought wrenching changes to Sony. Nathan's
exploration of the Sony empire also reveals how it invented color TV as we know it and used bold marketing
techniques to best the inferior yet dominant American competition; why Sony ignored the conventional
wisdom of the time to enter a groundbreaking partnership with archrival Philips to perfect the CD; how Sony
manages to prosper despite Japan's economic malaise; and what innovations and strategies it plans for the
new century. With authority and wit, Nathan dispels the myths that surround Sony and crafts unparalleled
corporate drama. Sony: The Private Life is at once an engrossing chronicle of astounding entrepreneurship
and a poignant account of loyalty's consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Sony: The Private Life
to read.

Ella Butler:

The book Sony: The Private Life has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Donald Lester:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Sony: The Private Life, you can
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Marcia Marshall:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Sony: The Private Life that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Sony: The Private
Life become your personal starter.
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