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Since the end of the Cold War, a new nuclear order has emerged, shaped by rising nuclear states and military
technologies that threaten stability, writes George Mason University’s Gregory Koblentz in a Council
Special Report.

During the Cold War, the potential for nuclear weapons to be used was determined largely by the United
States and the Soviet Union. Now, with 16,300 weapons possessed by the seven established nuclear-armed
states—China, France, India, Pakistan, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States—deterrence is
increasingly complex. Since most of these countries face threats from a number of potential adversaries,
“changes in one state’s nuclear policy can have a cascading effect on the other states.”

Though many states are downsizing their stockpiles, Asia is witnessing a buildup; Pakistan has the fastest-
growing nuclear program in the world. By 2020, it could have a stockpile of fissile material that, if
weaponized, could produce as many as two hundred nuclear devices. The author identifies South Asia as the
region “most at risk of a breakdown in strategic stability due to an explosive mixture of unresolved territorial
disputes, cross-border terrorism, and growing nuclear arsenals.”

Emerging technologies such as missile defenses, cyber and antisatellite weapons, and conventional precision
strike weapons pose additional risks, Koblentz warns, and could potentially spur arms races and trigger
crises.

“The United States has more to lose from a breakdown in strategic stability than any other country due to its
position as a global leader, the interdependence of its economy, and the network of security commitments it
has around the world,” he asserts. The United States and Russia still possess more than 90 percent of the
world’s nuclear weapons. Despite the increasing chill in U.S.-Russia relations, Washington’s highest priority
should be to maintain strategic efforts with Russia and China, the two states with the capability and potential
intent to launch a nuclear attack on the American homeland.

The United States should work with other nuclear states to address sources of instability in the near term and
establish processes for multilateral arms control efforts over the longer term, writes Koblentz
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Strategic Stability in the Second Nuclear Age book is readable by means of you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Strategic
Stability in the Second Nuclear Age content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Strategic Stability in the Second Nuclear Age is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Gina Dana:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Strategic Stability in the Second Nuclear Age
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Strategic Stability in the Second
Nuclear Age as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can
break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Scott Foust:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Strategic Stability in the Second
Nuclear Age is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

James McNally:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Strategic Stability in the
Second Nuclear Age which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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