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Francis of Assisi: The Lifeis an elegant and accessible biography of one of Catholicism's most beloved
saints. Originally published as Part 1 ofFrancis of Assisi: A New Biographyby Augustine Thompson, O.P., it
stands alone as a richly informed portrait of a man whose complex faith and commitment continue to inspire
today. A new introduction by Thompson places his biography in the context of continuing discussions about
Francis's legacy, particularly the new Pope's decision to adopt the saint's name.

From reviews ofFrancis of Assisi: A New Biography-

"This is not a typical biography of Francis of Assisi (1181-1226). Thompson, a Dominican priest and church
historian, bases his biography solidly on verifiable material. He seeks the historical Francis, not the Francis
of legend, and succeeds admirably in this task. . . . A well-written, scholarly portrait of a saint whose
biography has been based too often on legends."-Library Journal(starred review)

"Among Thompson's many keen yet painful insights into the historical Francis, one stands out and serves to
bind together the entire narrative and to shed light on the discordant history of the Franciscan order:
Leadership was an 'intolerable burden' to Francis, spiritually, 'one he wished to be rid of as quickly as
possible.' . . . The stripped-down, bare-bones historical Francis of this biography is at once immensely
likeable and deeply disturbing. He is appealing insofar as Thompson makes him seem much more like an
ordinary man who accomplished extraordinary things rather than a heaven-sent, self-assured prophet. His
befuddlement, his inner turmoil, his inability to control events make him seem not just very human but also
much like nearly anyone who is likely to pick up this book."-First Things

"Francis of Assisi so impressed the people of his own time that even before his death a rich field of stories,
images, anecdotes, and reports of miracles had sprung up. These so enveloped the saint that many scholars
have despaired of uncovering the man behind the legends. But this new, lucid study by Thompson largely
achieves this goal. . . . An engaging, well-written new biography of the saint."-Choice

"I recommend this book strongly to anyone serious about understanding Francis of Assisi. I admire the
clarity and brevity of the writing. With decisiveness, Thompson cuts through the conflicting medieval
accounts of each event in Francis' life, adjusts for the hagiographers' spin and creates a credible chronology
out of the blurry dates. His knowledge of medieval Italy allows him to provide insightful explanations of the
legal, liturgical, and ecclesiastical practices of the time."-America
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From reader reviews:

Dean Rakestraw:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Francis of Assisi: The Life is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Gale Gibbs:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Francis of
Assisi: The Life will give you new experience in examining a book.

John Dussault:

You will get this Francis of Assisi: The Life by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Thomas Rojas:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Francis of Assisi: The Life or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Francis of Assisi: The Life to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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