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"Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones is my new favorite book about how to live as a teacher.
Finishing it, I experienced what I can only describe as a state of grace-moved, renewed, and grateful that a
mind like Tom Newkirk's has been intrigued by classroom matters for almost forty years now."

-Nancie Atwell
Author of In the Middle, Second Edition

"Classic Newkirk: direct, incisive, and brimming with wisdom."
-Harvey "Smokey" Daniels

Coauthor of Comprehension & Collaboration
This book is one of the best teacher books ever. I'll be giving copies of it to lots of teacher friends as we find
our way back to trusting what we know about kids, about learning, and about teaching writing.

-Gretchen Bernabei
Author of Reviving the Essay

Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones is for every teacher who has struggled under top-down
mandates, who ever had to slavishly follow the script of a reading lesson, who ever felt that tests were
driving instruction. It is for those whose good, humane, and sensitive ways of teaching literacy are threatened
by rigid, mechanical programs. It is for teachers who feel they are losing control of their daily work.
Hear a podcast, where Tom Newkirk and Nancie Atwell discuss teaching principles worth fighthing for.
In Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones, Tom Newkirk eloquently defends teaching against the
"cult of efficiency" that turns classrooms into assembly lines of knowledge. Newkirk goes beyond
diagnosing the problem to present six ideas worth fighting for. These transformative practices gently but
firmly return instructional decisions to where they belong: with you, our teachers. Newkirk shows how to:

increase your instructional emphasis on writing to reflect the reality that producing text is more important●

than ever
help students access deep knowledge and expand their thinking through time to write freely●

build strong connections between school learning and the real world by teaching with popular culture●

propel the development of reading skills by helping students discover the pleasure of reading●

provide the time and space for meaningful, long-lasting teaching and learning by uncluttering the●

curriculum
spark professional growth and avoid stagnation by discussing failure and uncertainty with colleagues.●

Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones is affirming, not argumentative. It celebrates the humanity
and unpredictability of teaching with Newkirk's blend of humor, passion, and warmth. Let it inspire a search
for the things in your teaching that are most worth holding on to.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Wilkes:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read will be Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones: Six
Literacy Principles Worth Fighting For.

Leroy Moore:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones: Six Literacy Principles Worth Fighting For this
guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Maria Mariani:

This Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones: Six Literacy Principles Worth Fighting For is brand
new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones: Six Literacy Principles Worth Fighting For
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with
knowledge.

Staci Luton:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones: Six Literacy
Principles Worth Fighting For was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about



your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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