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Europe's long sixteenth century--a period spanning the years roughly from the voyages of Columbus in the
1490s to the English Civil War in the 1640s--was an era of power struggles between avaricious and
unscrupulous princes, inquisitions and torture chambers, and religious differences of ever more violent
fervor. Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe argues that this turbulent age also laid the conceptual
foundations of our modern ideas about liberty, justice, and democracy.

Hilary Gatti shows how these ideas emerged in response to the often-violent entrenchment of monarchical
power and the fragmentation of religious authority, against the backdrop of the westward advance of Islam
and the discovery of the New World. She looks at Machiavelli's defense of republican political liberty, and
traces how liberty became intertwined with free will and religious pluralism in the writings of Luther,
Erasmus, Jean Bodin, and Giordano Bruno. She examines how the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre and the
clash of science and religion gave rise to concepts of liberty as freedom of thought and expression. Returning
to Machiavelli and moving on to Jacques Auguste de Thou, Paolo Sarpi, and Milton, Gatti delves into
debates about the roles of parliamentary government and a free press in guaranteeing liberties.

Drawing on a breadth of canonical and lesser-known writings, Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe
reveals how an era stricken by war and injustice gave birth to a more enlightened world.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

The feeling that you get from Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton could be
the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From
Machiavelli to Milton giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton instantly.

Rita Hackett:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton.

Lauren Cook:

The actual book Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mary Bolinger:

Exactly why? Because this Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.
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