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Are there such things as merely possible people, who would have lived if our ancestors had acted
differently? Are there future people, who have not yet been conceived? Questions like those raise deep issues
about both the nature of being and its logical relations with contingency and change. In Modal Logic as
Metaphysics, Timothy Williamson argues for positive answers to those questions on the basis of an
integrated approach to the issues, applying the technical resources of modal logic to provide structural cores
for metaphysical theories. He rejects the search for a metaphysically neutral logic as futile. The book
contains detailed historical discussion of how the metaphysical issues emerged in the twentieth century
development of quantified modal logic, through the work of such figures as Rudolf Carnap, Ruth Barcan
Marcus, Arthur Prior, and Saul Kripke. It proposes higher-order modal logic as a new setting in which to
resolve such metaphysical questions scientifically, by the construction of systematic logical theories
embodying rival answers and their comparison by normal scientific standards. Williamson provides both a
rigorous introduction to the technical background needed to understand metaphysical questions in quantified
modal logic and an extended argument for controversial, provocative answers to them. He gives original,
precise treatments of topics including the relation between logic and metaphysics, the methodology of theory
choice in philosophy, the nature of possible worlds and their role in semantics, plural quantification
compared to quantification into predicate position, communication across metaphysical disagreement, and
problems for truthmaker theory.
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From reader reviews:

Mitchell Diaz:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Modal Logic as Metaphysics
book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

David Russell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. Modal Logic as Metaphysics can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Inez Tuller:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Modal Logic as Metaphysics will give you new experience in reading a book.

Fred Garza:

Beside that Modal Logic as Metaphysics in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Modal
Logic as Metaphysics because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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