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In this volume, Albert Hirschman reconstructs the intellectual climate of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries to illuminate the intricate ideological transformation that occurred, wherein the pursuit of material
interests --so long condemned as the deadly sin of avarice --was assigned the role of containing the unruly
and destructive passions of man. Hirschman here offers a new interpretation for the rise of capitalism, one
that emphasizes the continuities between old and new, in contrast to the assumption of a sharp break that is a
common feature of both Marxian and Weberian thinking. Among the insights presented here is the ironical
finding that capitalism was originally supposed to accomplish exactly what was soon denounced as its worst
feature: the repression of the passions in favor of the "harmless," if one-dimensional, interests of commercial
life. To portray this lengthy ideological change as an endogenous process, Hirschman draws on the writings
of a large number of thinkers, including Montesquieu, Sir James Steuart, and Adam Smith.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Perdue:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be The Passions and the Interests.

Jodie Long:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Passions and the Interests your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The Passions
and the Interests giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Luis Ray:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Passions and the Interests
is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Christopher Burnham:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Passions and the Interests to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book The Passions and the Interests can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone
and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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