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We want to think of the family as a haven, a sheltered port from the maelstrom of social forces that rip
through our lives. Within the family, we like to think, everyone starts out on equal footing. And yet we see
around us evidence that siblings all too often diverge widely in social status, wealth, and education. We think
these are aberrant cases—the president and the drug addict, the professor and the convict. Surely in most
families, in our families, all children will succeed equally, and when they don’t, we turn to one-dimensional
answers to explain the discrepancy—birth order, for instance, or gender.

In this groundbreaking book, Dalton Conley shows us that inequality in families is not the exception but the
norm. More than half of all income inequality in this country occurs not between families but within
families. Children who grow up in the same house can—and frequently do—wind up on opposite sides of the
class divide. In fact, the family itself is where much inequality is fostered and developed. In each family,
there exists a pecking order among siblings, a status hierarchy. This pecking order is not necessarily
determined by the natural abilities of each individual, and not even by the intentions or will of the parents. It
is determined by the larger social forces that envelop the family: gender expectations, the economic cost of
education, divorce, early loss of a parent, geographic mobility, religious and sexual orientation, trauma, and
even arbitrary factors such as luck and accidents. Conley explores each of these topics, giving us a richly
nuanced understanding that transforms the way we should look at the family as an institution of care,
support, and comfort.

Drawing from the U.S. Census, from the General Social Survey conducted by the University of Chicago over
the last thirty years, and from a landmark study that was launched in 1968 by the University of Michigan and
that has been following five thousand families, Conley has irrefutable empirical evidence backing up his
assertions. Enriched by countless anecdotes and stories garnered through years of interviews, this is a book
that will forever alter our idea of family.
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From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why.

John Tillery:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why.

David Binkley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and
Why was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Pecking Order:
Which Siblings Succeed and Why has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Wesley Binns:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Pecking Order: Which
Siblings Succeed and Why to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open
up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why can to be
a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of their time.
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