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Part of the enduring fascination of the Salem witch trialsis the fact that, to date, no one theory has been able
to fully explain the events that ravaged Salem in 1692. Countless causes, from ergot-infected rye to actual
demonic posession, have been offered to explain why the accusations and erratic behavior of seven village
girlsleft hundreds accused, over 20 dead, and the townspeople of eastern Massachusetts shaken. Through a
multitude of resources, this authoritative reference guide explores the Salem Witchcraft episode, including
the religious and political climate in Puritan New England, and accessibly summarizes the major
interpretations of, and reactions to, the events, from the seventeenth century until the present day.
Biographical sketches of each person central to the events—including afflicted girls, victims, ministers, and
magi strates—add a human element, and primary document excerpts—including petitions, letters, and
revealing testimony—qgive a firsthand glimpse of the proceedingsin the players own words. A chronology of
events, aglossary of terms, an annotated bibliography, and over 25 photos make this a must-have resource
for students of American history, criminal justice, gender issues, and culture.

A must-have for any student of American history, this resource gives a unique glimpse into the 17th century
politics, religious culture, and gender issues that created the Salem witchcraft episode, and gives context to
an impact that still resonates today, in everything from modern political life to popular culture.
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From reader reviews:
GeorgiaMartinez:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
s0. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading aguide will give you alot of new facts. When
you read areserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Salem Witch Trials:
A Reference Guide, it is possible to tells your family, friends and a so soon about yours publication. Y our
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Mary West:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Salem Witch Trias: A Reference
Guide publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Salem Witch Trials. A Reference Guide as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its
deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific! ? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Walter Feuerstein:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide this reserve consist alot of the information from the
condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Maxine Ford:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The Salem Witch Trials: A
Reference Guide has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading that.
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