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"This is truly exciting new work. Karen Winstead's book is the first discussion of virgin martyr legends that
offers a broad survey of extant English texts from 1200 to 1400 A.D. Virgin Martyrs is clearly and logically
organized, well-written, and it makes an original contribution to scholarship in persuasively historicizing
virgin martyr legends."--Kathleen Ashley, University of Southern Maine

Stories of the torture and execution of beautiful Christian women first appeared in late antiquity and
proliferated during the early Middle Ages. A thousand years later, virgin martyrs were still the most popular
female saints. Their legends, in countless retellings through the centuries, preserved a standard plot--the
heroine resists a pagan suitor, endures cruelties inflicted by her rejected lover or outraged family, works
miracles, and dies for Christ. That sequence was embellished by incidents emblematic of the specific saint:
Juliana's battle with the devil, Barbara's immurement in the tower, Katherine's encounter with spiked wheels.
Karen A. Winstead examines this seemingly static story form and discovers subtle shifts in the representation
of the virgin martyrs, as their legends were adapted for changing audiences in late medieval England.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Virgin Martyrs:
Legends of Sainthood in Late Medieval England? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

James Lapham:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Virgin Martyrs: Legends
of Sainthood in Late Medieval England book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Anne Hahn:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer may be Virgin Martyrs: Legends of Sainthood in Late Medieval England why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.

Gary Johnson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Virgin Martyrs: Legends of Sainthood in Late Medieval England can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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