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Stanley Kubrick's 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968) is widely regarded as one of the best films ever made. It
has been celebrated for its beauty and mystery, its realistic depiction of space travel and dazzling display of
visual effects, the breathtaking scope of its story, which reaches across millions of years, and the thought-
provoking depth of its meditation on evolution, technology and humanity's encounters with the unknown.
2001 has been described as the most expensive avant-garde movie ever made and as a psychedelic trip, a
unique expression of the spirit of the 1960s and as a timeless masterpiece.

Peter Krämer's insightful study explores the complex origins of the film, the unique shape it took and the
extraordinary impact it made on contemporary audiences. Drawing on new research in the Stanley Kubrick
Archive at the University of the Arts London, Krämer challenges many of the widely-held assumptions about
the film. He argues that 2001 was Kubrick's attempt to counter the deep pessimism of his previous film, Dr
Strangelove (1964), which culminates in the explosion of a nuclear 'doomsday' device, with a more hopeful
vision of humanity's future, facilitated by the intervention of mysterious extra-terrestrial artifacts.

This study traces the project's development from the first letter Kubrick wrote to his future collaborator
Arthur C. Clarke in March 1964 all the way to the dramatic changes Kubrick made to the film shortly before
its release by MGM in April 1968. Krämer shows that, despite – or, perhaps, because of – Kubrick's daring
last-minute decision to turn the film itself into a mysterious artifact, 2001 was an instant success with both
critics and general audiences, and has exerted enormous influence over Hollywood's output of science fiction
movies ever since. The book argues that 2001 invites us to enjoy and contemplate its sounds and images over
and over again, and, if we are so inclined, to take away from it an important message of hope.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This 2001: A Space Odyssey (BFI Film
Classics) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Sally Staten:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the reserve untitled 2001: A Space Odyssey (BFI Film Classics) can be fine book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Lula Estes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying 2001: A Space Odyssey (BFI Film
Classics) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick 2001: A Space Odyssey (BFI Film Classics) become your own personal starter.

Richard Simpson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book 2001: A Space Odyssey (BFI Film Classics) to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book
and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that
the book 2001: A Space Odyssey (BFI Film Classics) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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