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While Karnatic music, a form of Indian music based on the melodic principle of raga and time cycles called
tala, is known today as South India’s classical music, its status as “classical” is an early-twentieth-century
construct, one that emerged in the crucible of colonial modernity, nationalist ideology, and South Indian
regional politics. As Amanda J. Weidman demonstrates, in order for Karnatic music to be considered
classical music, it needed to be modeled on Western classical music, with its system of notation, composers,
compositions, conservatories, and concerts. At the same time, it needed to remain distinctively Indian.
Weidman argues that these contradictory imperatives led to the emergence of a particular “politics of voice,”
in which the voice came to stand for authenticity and Indianness.

Combining ethnographic observation derived from her experience as a student and performer of South Indian
music with close readings of archival materials, Weidman traces the emergence of this politics of voice
through compelling analyses of the relationship between vocal sound and instrumental imitation, conventions
of performance and staging, the status of women as performers, debates about language and music, and the
relationship between oral tradition and technologies of printing and sound reproduction. Through her
sustained exploration of the way “voice” is elaborated as a trope of modern subjectivity, national identity,
and cultural authenticity, Weidman provides a model for thinking about the voice in anthropological and
historical terms. In so doing, she shows that modernity is characterized as much by particular ideas about
orality, aurality, and the voice as it is by regimes of visuality.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Stanford:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Singing the Classical, Voicing
the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a
new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or ideal book with you?

Donna Clark:

Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in
South India nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Nancy Hartsell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Singing the Classical, Voicing the
Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still skepticism Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in
South India as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break
don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Edward Reed:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of
Music in South India can make you feel more interested to read.
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