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Love of home life, the intimate moments a family peacefully enjoyed in seclusion, had long been considered
a hallmark of English character even before the Victorian era. But the Victorians attached unprecedented
importance to domesticity, romanticizing the family in every medium from novels to government reports, to
the point where actual families felt anxious and the public developed a fierce appetite for scandal. Here
Karen Chase and Michael Levenson explore how intimacy became a spectacle and how this paradox
energized Victorian culture between 1835 and 1865. They tell a story of a society continually perfecting the
forms of private pleasure and yet forever finding its secrets exposed to view. The friction between the two
conditions sparks insightful discussions of authority and sentiment, empire and middle-class politics.

The book recovers neglected episodes of this mid-century drama: the adultery trial of Caroline Norton and
the Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne; the Bedchamber Crisis of the young Queen Victoria; the Bloomer craze
of the 1850s; and Robert Kerr's influential treatise, celebrating the ideal of the English Gentleman's House.
The literary representation of household life--in Dickens, Tennyson, Ellis, and Oliphant, among others--is
placed in relation to such public spectacles as the Deceased Wife's Sister Bill of 1848, the controversy over
divorce in the years 1854-1857, and the triumphant return of Florence Nightingale from the Crimea. These
colorful incidents create a telling new portrait of Victorian family life, one that demands a fundamental
rethinking of the relation between public and private spheres.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reed:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The
Spectacle of Intimacy is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Becky Pope:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Spectacle of Intimacy.

Clement Williams:

Often the book The Spectacle of Intimacy has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Patti Wooden:

The Spectacle of Intimacy can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Spectacle of Intimacy yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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