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Illuminates the emergence of race as a central concept in philosophy and the social sciences.

In The German Invention of Race, historians, philosophers, and scholars in literary, cultural, and religious
studies trace the origins of the concept of “race” to Enlightenment Germany and seek to understand the
issues at work in creating a definition of race. The work introduces a significant connection to the history of
race theory as contributors show that the language of race was deployed in contexts as apparently unrelated
as hygiene; aesthetics; comparative linguistics; anthropology; debates over the status of science, theology,
and philosophy; and Jewish emancipation.

The concept of race has no single point of origin, and has never operated within the constraints of a single
definition. As the essays in this book trace the powerful resonances of the term in diverse contexts, both
before and long after the invention of the scientific term around 1775, they help explain how this
pseudoconcept could, in a few short decades, have become so powerful in so many fields of thought and
practice. In addition, the essays show that the fateful rise of racial thinking in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries was made possible not only by the establishment of physical anthropology as a field, but also by
other disciplines and agendas linked by the enduring associations of the word “race.”

“This is a fascinating, truly pathbreaking collection that seeks to bring some order into the early history of
German anthropology and to clarify how that discipline understood biological difference.” — Monatshefte

“In a manner which complements the … chronological progression, the [chapters] also move from very
abstract to much more concrete concerns. The latter shed light on the social, cultural, and political
implications of the debates about race and, by adding a historical dimension, clearly demonstrate the broader
relevance of the subject-matter under investigation for the formation of collective identities in German-
speaking lands, and for the legitimization of political and cultural standpoints well beyond the period
discussed in this book.” — Modern Language Review

“This volume brings together a diverse set of important essays in an area of scholarship that is only
beginning to become well defined and developed in North America. It could eventually become something
of a founding document for a very fruitful arena of cross-disciplinary scholarship.” — Jon Mark Mikkelsen,
Missouri Western State University

Contributors include Tuska Benes, Robert Bernasconi, Michel Chaouli, Sara Eigen, Peter Fenves, Jonathan
M. Hess, Mark Larrimore, Susan M. Shell, Han F. Vermeulen, George S. Williamson, and John Zammito.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Banks:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is difficult job
because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you
answer is usually The German Invention of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) why because the great
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Denise Rutledge:

The book untitled The German Invention of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Marlyn Melia:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The German
Invention of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy and Race) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Rosemary Lilly:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The German Invention of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy
and Race) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The German Invention
of Race (Suny Series, Philosophy and Race).
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