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The mysteries of the ancient Chinese text known as the I Ching continue to fascinate scholars and enthusiasts
alike. While sinologists rely on historical criticism to explain the meaning of the work, those who use it for
divination tend to accept without question the traditional account of its origin and purpose. Whereas modern
scholars are generally dismissive of the book's reputed mystical significance, traditionalists often resent
academic research into the oracle because it seems irreverent or iconoclastic. In The Mandate of Heaven, S.
J. Marshall sets out to reconcile these opposing approaches. He plumbs the book's numerous, hidden
historical references, reading them against other sources, and discovers that the oracle has far more narrative
integrity and basis in historical fact than anyone has previously appreciated.

The Mandate of Heaven focuses on the story of the I Ching's origins. The book is attributed to King Wen,
who died before he could succeed in overthrowing the tyrannical Shang dynasty. His son, King Wu,
eventually triumphed over the Shang and established the Zhou dynasty as the legitimate royal house.
According to the tradition, these events are in some ways alluded to in the earliest layer of commentary in
the I Ching, but no sound historical basis has been discovered to substantiate this claim. Consequently, since
the 1930s sinologists have discounted the value of this tradition. Marshall uncovers an account of Wu's
conquest in an important, previously overlooked passage that tells of a solar eclipse believed by the King to
have been an omen from Heaven to immediately march against the Shang. Marshall is able to match this
account with a scientifically verified solar eclipse that took place on June 20, 1070 B.C., just one of his many
historical readings that show how the earliest layer of the I Ching has preserved a hidden history that has
remained undetected for three millennia.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Mandate of Heaven. All type of book
could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Betty Young:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Mandate of Heaven.

Reinaldo Downs:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Mandate of Heaven that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The
Mandate of Heaven become your own personal starter.

Larry Strickland:

You can obtain this The Mandate of Heaven by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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