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All too frequently, leadership is reduced to a simple dichotomy: the strong versus the weak. Yet, there are
myriad ways to exercise effective political leadership—as well as different ways to fail. We blame our
leaders for economic downfalls and praise them for vital social reforms, but rarely do we question what
makes some leaders successful while others falter. In this magisterial and wide-ranging survey of political
leadership over the past hundred years, renowned Oxford politics professor Archie Brown challenges the
widespread belief that strong leaders – meaning those who dominate their colleagues and the policy-making
process – are the most successful and admirable.

In reality, only a minority of political leaders will truly make a lasting difference. Though we tend to dismiss
more collegial styles of leadership as weak, it is often the most cooperative leaders who have the greatest
impact. Drawing on extensive research and decades of political analysis and experience, Brown illuminates
the achievements, failures and foibles of a broad array of twentieth century politicians. Whether speaking of
redefining leaders like Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, and Margaret Thatcher, who expanded
the limits of what was politically possible during their time in power, or the even rarer transformational
leaders who played a decisive role in bringing about systemic change – Charles de Gaulle, Mikhail
Gorbachev and Nelson Mandela, among them – Brown challenges our commonly held beliefs about political
efficacy and strength.

Overturning many of our assumptions about the twentieth century’s most important figures, Brown’s
conclusions are both original and enlightening. The Myth of the Strong Leader compels us to reassess the
leaders who have shaped our world – and to reconsider how we should choose and evaluate those who will
lead us into the future.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Myth of the
Strong Leader: Political Leadership in the Modern Age.

Charlotte Ramsey:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is The Myth of the Strong Leader: Political Leadership in the Modern Age.

Charles Thomas:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Myth of the Strong Leader: Political Leadership
in the Modern Age. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Ann Edwards:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Myth of the Strong Leader:
Political Leadership in the Modern Age to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Myth of the Strong Leader: Political Leadership in the
Modern Age can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of that time.
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