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A "conservative environmental tradition" in America may sound like a contradiction in terms, but as Brian
Allen Drake shows in Loving Nature, Fearing the State, right-leaning politicians and activists have shaped
American environmental consciousness since the environmental movement's beginnings. In this wide-
ranging history, Drake explores the tensions inherent in balancing an ideology dedicated to limiting the
power of government with a commitment to protecting treasured landscapes and ecological health.

Drake argues that "antistatist" beliefs--an individualist ethos and a mistrust of government--have colored the
American passion for wilderness but also complicated environmental protection efforts. While most of the
successes of the environmental movement have been enacted through the federal government, conservative
and libertarian critiques of big-government environmentalism have increasingly resisted the idea that
strengthening state power is the only way to protect the environment.

Loving Nature, Fearing the State traces the influence of conservative environmental thought through the
stories of important actors in postwar environmental movements. The book follows small-government
pioneer Barry Goldwater as he tries to establish federally protected wilderness lands in the Arizona desert
and shows how Goldwater's intellectual and ideological struggles with this effort provide a framework for
understanding the dilemmas of an antistatist environmentalism. It links antigovernment activism with
environmental public health concerns by analyzing opposition to government fluoridation campaigns and
investigates environmentalism from a libertarian economic perspective through the work of free-market
environmentalists. Drake also sees in the work of Edward Abbey an argument that reverence for nature can
form the basis for resistance to state power. Each chapter highlights debates and tensions that are important
to understanding environmental history and the challenges that face environmental protection efforts today.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Whitaker:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Loving Nature, Fearing the State:
Environmentalism and Antigovernment Politics before Reagan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Theo Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Loving Nature, Fearing the State:
Environmentalism and Antigovernment Politics before Reagan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books)
reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Loving Nature, Fearing the
State: Environmentalism and Antigovernment Politics before Reagan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books)
as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Suzanne Robbins:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Loving Nature, Fearing the State:
Environmentalism and Antigovernment Politics before Reagan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) is
simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Doris Garcia:

This Loving Nature, Fearing the State: Environmentalism and Antigovernment Politics before Reagan
(Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Loving Nature, Fearing the State:
Environmentalism and Antigovernment Politics before Reagan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means
of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the



answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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