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Oil tycoon J. Paul Gerry created the greatest fortune in America - and came close to destroying his own
family in the process. Of his four sons who reached manhood, only one survived relatively unscathed. One
killed himself, one became a drug-addicted recluse and the third had to bear the stigma all his life of being
disinherited in childhood.

The unhappiness continued into the next generation, with the name Getty, as one journalist put it, 'becoming
synonymous for family dysfunction'. Getty's once favourite grandson was kidnapped by the Italian mafia,
lost his car and, after a lifetime of drink and drugs, became a paraplegic. A granddaughter is currently
suffering from AIDS. And the Getty family itself has been torn apart by litigation over their poisoned
inheritance.

But did the disaster have to happen? John Pearson, who has specialized in biographies of families as varied
as the Churchills, the British Royal Family, the Devonshires and the Krays, sets out to find the answer. The
result, first published in 1995, is a fascinating saga of an extraordinary dynasty.

He traces much of the trouble to the bizarre character of the avaricious, sex-obsessed billionaire, J. Paul
Getty himself - and demonstrates how much of his behaviour has been repeated in succeeding generations.
He describes the famous kidnapping of his grandson in graphic detail, revealing how the old man's attitude
added considerably to the boy's sufferings. And he shows how the family has coped with the latest modern
scourges: drugs and AIDS.

For Painfully Rich is not a hopeless story. While some of the family have been damaged by the Getty legacy,
others have saved themselves from disaster, most notably the cricket-loving philanthropist, J. Paul Getty Jr.
Pearson's moving story of his recovery from drugs and deep personal tragedy shows that there is hope for
future generations of this stricken family - and demonstrates that money can be used to buy survival and
even happiness.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Medley:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Albert Chesson:

This book untitled Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Timothy Hardy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His
Heirs publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Painfully Rich: J.
Paul Getty and His Heirs as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that
can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Leticia Bennet:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Download and Read Online Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His



Heirs John Pearson #HAXB8CS1J2L



Read Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs by John Pearson
for online ebook

Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs by John Pearson Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs by John Pearson books to read online.

Online Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs by John Pearson ebook PDF
download

Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs by John Pearson Doc

Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs by John Pearson Mobipocket

Painfully Rich: J. Paul Getty and His Heirs by John Pearson EPub


