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The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution forbids the creation of an official state church, and we hear
the phrase "separation of church and state" so frequently that it may surprise us to note that no such barrier
exists between religion and politics. Religion is, and always has been, woven into the fabric of American
political life. In the last two decades, however, the role of religion in politics has become more direct
—almost a blunt, self-conscious force in the political process. The national consequences of this
"diminishing divide" between religion and politics have brought new groups into politics, altered party
coalitions, and influenced campaigns and election results. Churches and other religious institutions have
become more actively engaged in the political process, and religious people have increased the level and
broadened the range of their political participation. While the public is more accepting of the role of religion
in shaping today's political landscape, the issue of how much political power certain religious groups enjoy
continues to provoke concern.Drawing on extensive survey data from the Pew Research Center, the National
Election Studies, and other sources, The Diminishing Divide illuminates the historical relationship between
religion and politics in the United States and explores the ways in which religion will continue to alter the
political landscape in the century before us. A historical overview of religion in U.S. politics sets the tone as
the book examines the patchwork quilt of American religion and the changing role of religious institutions in
American political life since the 1960s. The book explores the complex relations between religion and
political attitudes, as well as that of religion and political behavior —particularly with respect to party
affiliation and voting habits. Finally, The Diminishing Divide offers a look at the future. As candidates and
elected officials increasingly air their personal faith in public places with apparent political intent, and as
parishioners are marshaled into political action by clergy and political groups, the authors lay out the
background against which religion's power in American political life will be played in the new century.
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Barrett:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Diminishing
Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politics is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jerry Deal:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politics can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Gladys Myers:

This The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politics is brand-new way for you who
has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politics can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Corrine Steinke:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role
in American Politics was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politics has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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