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Our world is saturated with images. Overwhelmed by this proliferation of visual stimuli, our gaze becomes
increasingly bored and distracted. Do we ever really read and engage with images? Can they ever provide the
sense of meaningfulness we crave?

French-Jewish philosopher Emmanuel Levinas confronted and subverted these questions. A superficial
reading of his works might indicate an ambivalence if not a wholesale critique of the visual, whose mode of
signification remains, for him, objectified, finite and flat. Yet an enigmatic statement – 'Ethics is an optics' –
recurred throughout his work. Hagi Kenaan takes this mysterious idea as the starting point for a strikingly
original philosophical argument on the place of visuality in Levinas' ethics. The Ethics of Visuality analyses
Levinas' philosophy of the human face in order to show how his vision of 'Otherness'(alterity and
transcendence) can open up for us a new and surprising kind of optics that is so needed for an ethical living
in the contemporary world.

Where other critical approaches have largely undermined Levinas' ambivalence towards the visual, The
Ethics of Visuality uncovers the relevance of Levinas' bias against the visual to developing a radical
philosophy/theory of visual meaning in which the aesthetic is always already intertwined with the ethical.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

This The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary
Philosophy) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas
and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary Philosophy) without we recognize teach
the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Ethics of
Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary Philosophy) can
bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze
(International Library of Contemporary Philosophy) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Maureen Perdue:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas
and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of Contemporary Philosophy) is kind of book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Don Morris:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of
Contemporary Philosophy), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Dawn Nelson:

The reserve with title The Ethics of Visuality: Levinas and the Contemporary Gaze (International Library of
Contemporary Philosophy) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after



read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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