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Pentidattilo, in the Kingdom of Naples, 1710. A peasant woman, Domenica Orlando, is brought to trial for
the murder by poison of her husband. Tried with her are Anna de Amico, a neighbor who provided the
poison, and Pietro Crea, Domenica's alleged lover. During the trial, it is revealed that over the years Anna
had helped both Domenica and other village women obtain abortions. After numerous villagers recount the
circumstances of both the murder and the abortions, Domenica confesses and all three defendants are
tortured. Domenica escapes while awaiting sentencing. Anna receives a fifteen-year prison term whereas
Pietro is allowed to go free.

Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy is an analysis of the society
and culture in which Domenica and her accomplices lived. Their trial took place at a time of significant
changes within the European judicial system, and historian Tommaso Astarita uses the events in the small
village of Pentidattilo to study rural society and culture in Italy in the early modern period. The case
demonstrates a legal justice system caught between the state and the church's efforts to regulate popular
behavior and local practices and ideas of morality. The case also provides a clear example of how justice
operated at the local level, and outlines the difficulty of bringing order and morality to rural communities.

Drawing on primary-source materials from secular and ecclesiastic archives, Village Justice: Community,
Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy is an important scholarly study for social and cultural
historians of early modern Italy and Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy
(The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Village
Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy (The Johns Hopkins University
Studies in Historical and Political Science) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now
thinking Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy (The Johns
Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Lucile Brown:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy
(The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Marni Elliott:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in
Early Modern Italy (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.



Antonio Beeler:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early
Modern Italy (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) was filled with
regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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