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Born to a wealthy family in West Africa around 1770, Omar Ibn Said was abducted and sold into slavery in
the United States, where he came to the attention of a prominent North Carolina family after filling “the
walls of his room with piteous petitions to be released, all written in the Arabic language,” as one local
newspaper reported. Ibn Said soon became a local celebrity, and in 1831 he was asked to write his life story,
producing the only known surviving American slave narrative written in Arabic.
    In A Muslim American Slave, scholar and translator Ala Alryyes offers both a definitive translation and an
authoritative edition of this singularly important work, lending new insights into the early history of Islam in
America and exploring the multiple, shifting interpretations of Ibn Said’s narrative by the nineteenth-century
missionaries, ethnographers, and intellectuals who championed it.
    This edition presents the English translation on pages facing facsimile pages of Ibn Said’s Arabic
narrative, augmented by Alryyes’s comprehensive introduction, contextual essays and historical commentary
by leading literary critics and scholars of Islam and the African diaspora, photographs, maps, and other
writings by Omar Ibn Said. The result is an invaluable addition to our understanding of writings by enslaved
Americans and a timely reminder that “Islam” and “America” are not mutually exclusive terms.
    This edition presents the English translation on pages facing facsimile pages of Ibn Said’s Arabic
narrative, augmented by Alryyes’s comprehensive introduction and by photographs, maps, and other writings
by Omar Ibn Said. The volume also includes contextual essays and historical commentary by literary critics
and scholars of Islam and the African diaspora: Michael A. Gomez, Allan D. Austin, Robert J. Allison,
Sylviane A. Diouf, Ghada Osman, and Camille F. Forbes.  The result is an invaluable addition to our
understanding of writings by enslaved Americans and a timely reminder that “Islam” and “America” are not
mutually exclusive terms.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

This A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) book is
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This specific A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn
Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This A Muslim
American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) having great arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Marshall Jackson:

This A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) are
usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this A Muslim
American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) can be one of the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone
with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Thomas Daniels:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn
Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Glenn Stops:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you



can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Muslim American Slave:
The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.
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