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From the New York Times–bestselling author of Where Good Ideas Come From and Everything Bad
Is Good for You, a new look at the power and legacy of great ideas.

In this illustrated history, Steven Johnson explores the history of innovation over centuries, tracing facets of
modern life (refrigeration, clocks, and eyeglass lenses, to name a few) from their creation by hobbyists,
amateurs, and entrepreneurs to their unintended historical consequences. Filled with surprising stories of
accidental genius and brilliant mistakes—from the French publisher who invented the phonograph before
Edison but forgot to include playback, to the Hollywood movie star who helped invent the technology behind
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth—How We Got to Now investigates the secret history behind the everyday objects of
contemporary life.
 
In his trademark style, Johnson examines unexpected connections between seemingly unrelated fields: how
the invention of air-conditioning enabled the largest migration of human beings in the history of the
species—to cities such as Dubai or Phoenix, which would otherwise be virtually uninhabitable; how
pendulum clocks helped trigger the industrial revolution; and how clean water made it possible to
manufacture computer chips. Accompanied by a major six-part television series on PBS, How We Got to
Now is the story of collaborative networks building the modern world, written in the provocative,
informative, and engaging style that has earned Johnson fans around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ford:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That Made the Modern World.
Try to the actual book How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That Made the Modern World as your close
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Bridget Chacon:

Often the book How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That Made the Modern World will bring someone to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book How We Got to Now: Six
Innovations That Made the Modern World is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mary Wines:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like How We Got to Now: Six
Innovations That Made the Modern World which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Michael Sweet:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That
Made the Modern World or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That Made the Modern World to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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