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British and American commanders first used modern special forces in support of conventional military
operations during World War II. Since then, although special ops have featured prominently in popular
culture and media coverage of wars, the academic study of irregular warfare has remained as elusive as the
practitioners of special operations themselves. This book is the first comprehensive study of the
development, application, and value of Anglo-American commando and special forces units during the
Second World War.

Special forces are intensively trained, specially selected military units performing unconventional and often
high-risk missions. In this book, Andrew L. Hargreaves not only describes tactics and operations but also
outlines the distinctions between commandos and special forces, traces their evolution during the war,
explains how the Anglo-American alliance functioned in the creation and use of these units, looks at their
command and control arrangements, evaluates their impact, and assesses their cost-effectiveness.

The first real impetus for the creation of British specialist formations came in the desperate summer of 1940
when, having been pushed out of Europe following defeat in France and the Low Countries, Britain began to
turn to irregular forces in an effort to wrest back the strategic initiative from the enemy. The development of
special forces by the United States was also a direct consequence of defeat. After Pearl Harbor, Hargreaves
shows, the Americans found themselves in much the same position as Britain had been in 1940: shocked,
outnumbered, and conventionally defeated, they were unable to come to grips with the enemy on a large
scale. By the end of the war, a variety of these units had overcome a multitude of evolutionary hurdles and
made valuable contributions to practically every theater of operation.

In describing how Britain and the United States worked independently and cooperatively to invent and put
into practice a fundamentally new way of waging war, this book demonstrates the two nations’ flexibility,
adaptability, and ability to innovate during World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Special Operations in World
War II: British and American Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders Series). All type of book is it
possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Larry Hudgens:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Special Operations in World War II: British and
American Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders Series) as the daily resource information.

Dennis James:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Special Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular Warfare
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those
short free time problems.

Nicholas Buchanan:

This Special Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular Warfare (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Special Operations in World War II: British and American Irregular
Warfare (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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