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What is involved in the composition, performance, and reception of classical music? What are we doing
when we listen to this music seriously? Why when playing a Beethoven sonata do performers begin with the
first note indicated in the score; why don't they feel free to improvise around the sonata's central theme?
Why, finally, does it go against tradition for an audience at a concert of classical music to tap its feet? Bound
up in these questions is the overriding question of what it means philosophically, musically, and historically
for musicians to speak about music in terms of "works".

In this book, Lydia Goehr describes how the concept of a musical work fully crystallized around 1800, and
subsequently defined the norms, expectations, and behavioral patterns that have come to characterize
classical musical practice. The description is set in the context of a more general philosophical account of the
rise and fall of concepts and ideals, and of their normative functions; at the same time, debates amongst
conductors, early-music performers, and avant-gardists are addressed.

The Imaginary Museum of Musical Works is a seminal work of scholarship, and has appeared in an
astonishing variety of contexts and disciplines from musicological and philosophical since its initial
publication. This second edition features a new Introductory Essay by the author, discussing the genesis of
her groundbreaking thesis, how her subsequent work has followed and developed similar themes, and how
criticisms along the way have informed not only her own work but the "Imaginary Museum" concept more
generally as it spread across disciplinary lines. A provocative foreword by Richard Taruskin contextualizes
Goehr's argument and points to its continuing centrality to the field.
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From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Imaginary
Museum of Musical Works: An Essay in the Philosophy of Music? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Steven Peterson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Imaginary Museum of Musical Works: An Essay in the Philosophy of Music.

Willie Briggs:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending
your spare time, the particular book you have read will be The Imaginary Museum of Musical Works: An
Essay in the Philosophy of Music.

Allen Green:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication The Imaginary Museum of Musical Works: An Essay in the
Philosophy of Music was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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