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A seemingly simple tale of schoolboys marooned on an island, Lord of the Flies has proven to be one of the
most enigmatic and provocative pieces of literature ever published. This casebook probes the many layers of
meaning in the novel, examining its literary, philosophical, historical, scientific, and religious significance.
Beginning with a literary analysis that explores the universality of the novel's characters, the story is
considered as subversion of the adventure tale, comparing it to such classics as Treasure Island and
Robinson Crusoe. From these literary depictions of savagery, this study delves deeper, confronting the long-
running philosophical and biological debates about human nature that have absorbed such influential thinkers
as Rousseau and Darwin. The full meaning of Lord of the Flies is further contextualized by tracing historical
views on civilization, from the Victorian perspective, to the very real horrors of World War II. This casebook
integrates analysis and primary documents, with excerpts from materials as diverse as the Bible, the writings
of Darwin, and war crimes interviews, to explore the very nature of human aggression and evil. This book
will spark students to consider intriguing connections between Golding's masterpiece and broader concepts
of civilization, altruism, political leadership responsibilities, and the history of western imperialism.

The interdisciplinary approach of this casebook helps students situate the lessons of Lord of the Flies in the
context of Education, War and Postwar, the Adventure Story, Religion, and Biology and Evolution. The six
topic sections integrate original illustrations and photos, literary excerpts, and primary documents and
historic writings that help contextualize the work. Thought-provoking ideas for class discussions and
research topics, with carefully chosen further reading suggestions enhance this volume as a teaching tool.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

The book Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Evita Young:

The e-book with title Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Nolan Russell:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to
Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can give
you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series).

Larisa Nagle:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred



to as of book Understanding Lord of the Flies: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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