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Throughout the twentieth century, American filmmakers have embraced cinematic representations of China.
Beginning with D.W. Griffith’s silent classic Broken Blossoms (1919) and ending with the computer-
animated Kung Fu Panda (2008), this book explores China’s changing role in the American imagination.
Taking viewers into zones that frequently resist logical expression or more orthodox historical investigation,
the films suggest the welter of intense and conflicting impulses that have surrounded China. They make clear
that China has often served as the very embodiment of “otherness”—a kind of yardstick or cloudy mirror of
America itself. It is a mirror that reflects not only how Americans see the racial “other” but also a larger
landscape of racial, sexual, and political perceptions that touch on the ways in which the nation envisions
itself and its role in the world.

In the United States, the exceptional emotional charge that imbues images of China has tended to swing
violently from positive to negative and back again: China has been loved and—as is generally the case
today—feared. Using film to trace these dramatic fluctuations, author Naomi Greene relates them to the
larger arc of historical and political change. Suggesting that filmic images both reflect and fuel broader social
and cultural impulses, she argues that they reveal a constant tension or dialectic between the “self” and the
“other.” Significantly, with the important exception of films made by Chinese or Chinese American
directors, the Chinese other is almost invariably portrayed in terms of the American self. Placed in a broader
context, this ethnocentrism is related both to an ever-present sense of American exceptionalism and to a
Manichean world view that perceives other countries as friends or enemies.

Greene analyzes a series of influential films, including classics like Shanghai Express (1932), The Bitter Tea
of General Yen (1933), The Good Earth (1936), and Shanghai Gesture (1941); important cold war films such
as The Manchurian Candidate (1962) and The Sand Pebbles (1966); and a range of contemporary films,
including Chan is Missing (1982), The Wedding Banquet  (1993), Kundun (1997), Mulan (1998), and
Shanghai Noon (2000). Her consideration makes clear that while many stereotypes and racist images of the
past have been largely banished from the screen, the political, cultural, and social impulses they embodied
are still alive and well.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Aviles:

Why? Because this From Fu Manchu to Kung Fu Panda: Images of China in American Film (Critical
Interventions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write
the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kathryn Richardson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled From
Fu Manchu to Kung Fu Panda: Images of China in American Film (Critical Interventions) your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The From Fu Manchu to Kung Fu Panda: Images of China
in American Film (Critical Interventions) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Karolyn Kaufman:

The book untitled From Fu Manchu to Kung Fu Panda: Images of China in American Film (Critical
Interventions) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

You can find this From Fu Manchu to Kung Fu Panda: Images of China in American Film (Critical
Interventions) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get



more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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