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Full Body Burden is a haunting work of narrative nonfiction about a young woman, Kristen Iversen, growing
up in a small Colorado town close to Rocky Flats, a secret nuclear weapons plant once designated "the most
contaminated site in America." It's the story of a childhood and adolescence in the shadow of the Cold War,
in a landscape at once startlingly beautiful and--unknown to those who lived there--tainted with invisible yet
deadly particles of plutonium.

It's also a book about the destructive power of secrets--both family and government. Her father's hidden
liquor bottles, the strange cancers in children in the neighborhood, the truth about what was made at Rocky
Flats (cleaning supplies, her mother guessed)--best not to inquire too deeply into any of it.

But as Iversen grew older, she began to ask questions. She learned about the infamous 1969 Mother's Day
fire, in which a few scraps of plutonium spontaneously ignited and--despite the desperate efforts of
firefighters--came perilously close to a "criticality," the deadly blue flash that signals a nuclear chain
reaction. Intense heat and radiation almost melted the roof, which nearly resulted in an explosion that would
have had devastating consequences for the entire Denver metro area. Yet the only mention of the fire was on
page 28 of the Rocky Mountain News, underneath a photo of the Pet of the Week. In her early thirties,
Iversen even worked at Rocky Flats for a time, typing up memos in which accidents were always called
"incidents."

And as this memoir unfolds, it reveals itself as a brilliant work of investigative journalism--a detailed and
shocking account of the government's sustained attempt to conceal the effects of the toxic and radioactive
waste released by Rocky Flats, and of local residents' vain attempts to seek justice in court. Here, too, are
vivid portraits of former Rocky Flats workers--from the healthy, who regard their work at the plant with
pride and patriotism, to the ill or dying, who battle for compensation for cancers they got on the job.

Based on extensive interviews, FBI and EPA documents, and class-action testimony, this taut, beautifully
written book promises to have a very long half-life.
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

This Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of
Rocky Flats without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats can
bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky
Flats having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Brian Grant:

Why? Because this Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Joseph Benoit:

Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Full Body
Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Mary Lewis:

This Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering



sentences. Having Full Body Burden: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide
that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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