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Baseball is set apart from other sports by many things, but few are more distinctive than the intricate systems
of coded language that govern action on the field and give baseball its unique appeal. During a nine-inning
game, more than 1,000 silent instructions are given-from catcher to pitcher, coach to batter, fielder to fielder,
umpire to umpire-and without this speechless communication the game would simply not be the same.
Baseball historian Paul Dickson examines for the first time the rich legacy of baseball's hidden language,
offering fans everywhere a smorgasbord of history and anecdote.

Baseball's tradition of signing grew out of the signal flags used by ships and soldiers' hand signals during
battle. They were first used in games during the Civil War, and then professionally by the Cincinnati Red
Stockings, in 1869. Seven years later, the Hartford Dark Blues appear to be the first team to steal signs,
introducing a larcenous obsession that, as Dickson delightfully chronicles, has given the game some of its
most historic-and outlandish-moments.

Whether detailing the origins of the hit-and-run, the true story behind the home run that gave "Home Run"
Baker his nickname, Bob Feller's sign-stealing telescope, Casey Stengel's improbable method of signaling
his bullpen, the impact of sign stealing on the Giants' miraculous comeback in 1951, or the pitches Andy
Pettitte tipped off that altered the momentum of the 2001 World Series, Dickson's research is as thorough as
his stories are entertaining. A roster of baseball's greatest names and games, past and present, echoes
throughout, making The Hidden Language of Baseball a unique window on the history of our national
pastime.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manuel:

The book The Hidden Language of Baseball make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Hidden Language of
Baseball to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-
book The Hidden Language of Baseball. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

June Whitaker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Hidden Language of Baseball book as starter
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Burton Zinn:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Hidden Language of Baseball can be very good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Elizabeth Walborn:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Hidden Language of Baseball is
simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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