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The author of the bestseller The Disappearing Spoon reveals the secret inner workings of the brain
through strange but true stories.

Early studies of the human brain used a simple method: wait for misfortune to strike -- strokes, seizures,
infectious diseases, horrendous accidents -- and see how victims coped. In many cases their survival was
miraculous, if puzzling. Observers were amazed by the transformations that took place when different parts
of the brain were destroyed, altering victims' personalities. Parents suddenly couldn't recognize their own
children. Pillars of the community became pathological liars. Some people couldn't speak but could still sing.

In The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons, Sam Kean travels through time with stories of neurological
curiosities: phantom limbs, Siamese twin brains, viruses that eat patients' memories, blind people who see
through their tongues. He weaves these narratives together with prose that makes the pages fly by, to create a
story of discovery that reaches back to the 1500s and the high-profile jousting accident that inspired this
book's title.* With the lucid, masterful explanations and razor-sharp wit his fans have come to expect, Kean
explores the brain's secret passageways and recounts the forgotten tales of the ordinary people whose
struggles, resilience, and deep humanity made neuroscience possible.

*"The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons" refers to the case of French king Henri II, who in 1559 was
lanced through the skull during a joust, resulting in one of the most significant cases in neuroscience history.
For hundreds of years scientists have gained important lessons from traumatic accidents and illnesses, and
such misfortunes still represent their greatest resource for discovery.
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From reader reviews:

William Ullrich:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Tale of the
Dueling Neurosurgeons: The History of the Human Brain as Revealed by True Stories of Trauma, Madness,
and Recovery? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Johnny Relyea:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Tale of the
Dueling Neurosurgeons: The History of the Human Brain as Revealed by True Stories of Trauma, Madness,
and Recovery.

Mabel Maddux:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Tale of the Dueling
Neurosurgeons: The History of the Human Brain as Revealed by True Stories of Trauma, Madness, and
Recovery that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you can pick The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons: The History of the Human Brain as
Revealed by True Stories of Trauma, Madness, and Recovery become your own personal starter.

Alice Hille:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons: The History of the Human



Brain as Revealed by True Stories of Trauma, Madness, and Recovery this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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