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Americans are obsessed with football, yet they know little about the man who shaped the game to make it
uniquely technical, physical, and 'man-making' at once. Walter Camp, the "Father of American Football,"
was the foremost authority on American athletics and arguably the greatest amateur American athlete of his
time.

In Walter Camp: Football and the Modern Man, Julie Des Jardins chronicles the life of the clock company
executive and self-made athlete who remade football and redefined the ideal man. As a student at Yale
University, Camp was a varsity letterman who led the earliest efforts to codify the rules and organization of
football-including the line of scrimmage and "downs"-to make it distinct from English rugby. He also
invented the All-America Football Team and wrote some of the first football fiction, guides, and sports page
coverage, making him the foremost popularizer of the game. Within a decade American football was an
obsession on college campuses of the Northeast. By the turn of the century, it was a bona fide national
pastime.

Since the Civil War, college men of good breeding had not a physical skirmish to harden them. They had
grown soft, Americans feared, both in body and attitude. Camp saw football as the antidote to the
degeneration of these young men. When massive numbers of college football players enlisted to fight in
World War I, Camp held them up as proof that football turned men effective and courageous. His influence
over the game, however, was not always viewed as beneficial. Under his watch, dozens of college and high
school players were killed or maimed on the gridiron. President Theodore Roosevelt urged him to reform
football to prevent administrators from banning it, but Camp was ambivalent about removing the very
physicality that made the game man-making in his eyes. The criticism targeted at him over the
aggressiveness of football still haunts the game today.

In this fast-paced biography, Julie Des Jardins shows how the "gentleman athlete" was as much the arbiter of
football as he was the arbiter of modern manhood. Though eventually football took on meanings that Camp
never intended, his impact on the professional and college game is simply unsurpassed.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Woodley:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Walter Camp: Football and the Modern Man book
since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Joseph Nixon:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Walter Camp: Football and the Modern
Man is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Keith Robertson:

The e-book untitled Walter Camp: Football and the Modern Man is the e-book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Walter Camp: Football and the Modern Man from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Mary Adams:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Walter Camp: Football and the Modern
Man can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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